
TEACHING
TOLERANCE

A PROJECT OF THE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
TOLERANCE.ORG

TEACHING

The New Jim Crow

LESSON 2 GUIDED READING

Two-column Notes 
Take notes as you read the Introduction. 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS  
in The New Jim Crow

What do I know and want to know about these concepts after 
reading from the introduction?

mass incarceration 

color blindness  

Jim Crow

stigma

stereotype

bias

caste

hierarchy
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ESSENTIAL  
QUESTIONS

How does Michelle Alexander begin to address  
this question in the introduction?

How does the U.S. 
criminal justice 
system create and 
maintain racial  
hierarchy through 
mass incarceration?

How does the  
current system of 
mass incarcera-
tion in the United 
States mirror earlier 
systems of racialized 
social control?

What is needed to 
end mass incarcera-
tion and permanently 
eliminate racial caste 
in the United States?
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